
 Rhyming Terms 

 To write songs, music-makers need to have a basic understanding of rhymes. Here are some of 
 the terms we’ll need to know. 

 Rhyme (noun)  : A similar sound at the ending of two  or more words  . 

 The word  exaggera  tion  rhymes with  complica  tion  . 

 The word  b  ell  rhymes with the word  s  mell  . 

 The word  gr  een  rhymes with the word  s  een  . 

 -  Note  : To rhyme  is the  verb  version of the term, the  action  of making rhymes (which are 
 things, or nouns).  She was  rhyming  as she sang, “I’ve  got a new reason in every season!” 

 End Rhymes  : When the  last words  of two or more lines  in a poem or song rhyme. 

 At  Phantom Tollbooth’s  start, Milo seemed pretty  lost, 
 But if you want a new perspective, of course there’s a  cost. 

 Internal Rhymes  : Words  inside  a single phrase or sentence that have similar sounding endings. 

 There was a dog named  Tock  and you gave him a  clock  ,  and he was never late for dinner. 

 When they write a book for the  world  and don’t include  girls  , the people see right through it. 

 Slant Rhymes  : These are rhymes that are close to complete  rhymes, though they don’t perfectly 
 match. Instead, they are close enough. Hip-hop is filled with slant rhymes. 

 I’m like the balloon that can fly to  infinity 
 Don’t think you’ll come here putting a  pin in me 

 For another example, see “  world  ” and “  girls  ” in the  Internal Rhymes section above. 

 Eye Rhyme  – Two words that look the same but don’t  sound the same. 



 For example, The Mathemagician filled all of their  bowls  / When they finished eating they were as 
 hungry as  owls 

 Rhyme Scheme  – This is the way a poem or song is structured  according to the way the lines rhyme. 
 Capital letters are used to indicate the different rhymes when describing rhyme schemes. There are 
 a number of different rhyme schemes but some are more common than others. 

 In a standard A-B-A-B rhyme scheme, the end of the first line (A) rhymes with the end of the third 
 line and the end of the second line (B) rhymes with the end of the fourth line. 

 I wonder  why (A) 

 The moon goes through  phases (B) 

 I could  fly (A) 

 I’d get better  gazes (B) 

 AAAA rhyme scheme example: 

 There once was a lonely  frog (A) 

 He sat alone on his  log (A) 

 One day he saw through the  fog (A) 

 And saw a family of frogs in the  bog 

 Additional Resources: 

 Here’s a good video about rhyming 

 (The section about Internal vs. end rhymes is at 1:00 - 2:53) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWxXAbIvkoU 



 Rhyme Time! 

 Rhyming couplets:  Remember, A/A rhymes, or a rhyming  couplet, are two words that have the 
 same end sounds. Name pairs of rhyming words in the table below (slant rhymes are welcome!) 

 Example: 
 Frog/Log 

 Rhyme scheme:  When identifying a rhyme scheme, the  first line is always labeled (A). If the next 
 line ends in a word that rhymes with the last word of the first line, it also is labeled (A). But, if the 
 word does not rhyme it receives the label (B). If there is another line that does not rhyme with (A) or 
 (B), it receives the label (C) and so on. 

 Example: 

 In the king  dom  (A) 
 Milo’s quest beg  ins  (B) 
 Seeking wis  dom  (A) 
 Adventure w  ins  (B) 
 He learns great les  sons  (C) 
 As his world sp  ins  (B) 
 Understanding their rea  sons  (C) 
 Brings out Milo’s gr  ins  (B) 

 Your turn! Label the rhyme scheme: 

 Milo finds his world a bore __________ 
 Everyday feeling like a chore __________ 
 Until he finds a package, __________ 
 A map in all the baggage __________ 
 To Lands Beyond his imagination __________ 

 Write your own rhyme scheme and label the 
 rhymes: 

 Write a rhyme and swap papers with a 
 partner. Label their rhyme scheme and ask 
 them to label yours! 


