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In this activity, students learn what the different roles are within an ant colony and their broader
ecosystem. The “Ant Chant” serves as an additional, engaging method for presenting these concepts
to students. The song explains the different roles ants can play (queen, worker, decomposer,
predator, etc.), and its catchy melody supplies a mnemonic device for supporting students’ long-term
memory. 

Students will also learn what a “work song” is. They will then write their own brief ant work song where
they will pick one of the possible roles an ant might have and develop a short song about the job and
its importance to the colony/ecosystem.

EXPERIENCE OVERVIEW

SCIENCE 
 3-LS2-1 From Molecules to Organisms

MARYLAND STATE ARTS STANDARDS
I:3-5:1: Select, present, explain, and document musical choices with connections
to purpose and context.

SABES LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Students will provide evidence and reasoning to support the claim that ants are
an essential part of the ecosystem and identify the roles they play within it.

MATERIALS: 
Printed lyrics for "Ant Chant" 
Audio recordings of "Ant Chant" (including instrumental version) 
"Pay Me My Money Down" - Live recording with full band 
Whiteboard or poster listing the roles in an ant colony

Standards

Getting Ready

The Ant Chant 
SABES Lesson 11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiMYqDD9kXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiMYqDD9kXw
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SLIDES VIDEO
PLAYLIST

CONCEPT 
MAP LYRICS

RUBRICAUDIO
(W/LYRICS)
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Introduction to Ant Chant 

Pass out printed lyrics to "Ant Chant." 
Play the Ant Chant recording with lyrics twice: first for
listening, then for call-and-response participation
(students respond with "Ants"). 

Role-Play Performance
Divide the class into eight groups, assigning each group
a specific ant role (Queen, Digger, Collector, Builder,
Flying, Decomposer, Prey, or Predator). 
Provide each group time to learn their verse and
brainstorm creative ways to act out their role. 
Conduct a class performance using the instrumental
track, with groups singing and acting out their roles in
sequence. 

Discussion
Review the lyrics and roles in the ant colony. 
Write the list of roles and responsibilities on the board or
in notebooks for reference.

Introduction to Work Songs

Explain the concept of work songs: 
Work songs originated as a way to coordinate and
motivate workers during physical tasks, such as
building railroads, harvesting crops, or rowing boats.
The songs often feature a "call-and-response"
structure, where a leader sings a line (the call), and
the group replies with a set phrase or chorus (the
response). 
This format fosters unity and rhythm, making
repetitive or strenuous work more manageable. 
Many work songs reflect the cultural identity, stories,
and experiences of the workers who sang them. For
enslaved people and oppressed groups, they also
served as a means of communication, resistance,
and storytelling. 
The tradition of call-and-response in work songs has
influenced other forms of music, such as gospel,
blues, and jazz. Today, similar structures are seen in
sports chants and protest songs, where collective
singing fosters solidarity.
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Play the recording of "Pay Me My Money Down" for students,
highlighting the call-and-response format. 

Here is a live version that features a large instrumental
ensemble. 
For activation of prior knowledge, ask students to
identify the instruments they see and what families they
are in! 
Encourage students to sing the response line ("Pay Me
My Money Down") while you lead the call.

Create a Work Song 

Divide students into small groups. Each group selects an
ant role from the colony. 
Groups brainstorm and write a simple call-and-
response work song about their ant role. 

Presentations in the Listening Lounge

Each group performs their work song for the class.P
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Ask students: 

What are the different roles in an ant colony, and how do
they support the community? 
How might a work song be useful in a classroom or other
group setting? 
How does singing in a group differ from singing alone?
How might these experiences affect a person’s feelings
or sense of community? 
Can you draw parallels between work songs and other
group singing experiences (e.g., at sporting events)?

Assessment 

Use the provided student rubric to evaluate group
participation, creativity, and understanding of the
material.
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