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Activity Summary:
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Students will frontload knowledge for the LEARN activities in Lesson 1 of Wit & Wisdom
Module 1 by analyzing historic and modern maps. These include westward expansion
maps and Baltimore’s "Black Butterfly” to explore how expansion impacts cultural
identity and communities. Students will use the Question and Response strategy to
make observations and ask/answer questions about the maps. Then, they will complete
traffic light organizers to document their thinking. Finally, students will participate in a
Gallery Walk to peer-review and respond to one another’s work using structured
sentence stems (Agree/Disagree, Glow/Grow).

Why the Arts:

Integrating maps as visual texts allows students to access content in a multimodal way.
Arts-based strategies deepen their analysis and connection to real-world applications.
Localizing content through Baltimore maps creates personal relevance and builds
emotional engagement, while also strengthening visual literacy and interpretation skills

that are critical for the EOM writing task.

Assessment.

A —
Formative: Monitor student engagement and contributions during Question and
Response discussions. Use the completed traffic light organizers to assess
understanding of expansion and its cultural impact.

Suggested Summative: If used as an entry event or scaffold for the EOM task, compare
student responses to EOM rubric components to measure growth in reasoning, evidence

use, and cultural understanding.

Lesson Connections:
5th Grade, Module 1, Lesson1

Optional: Revisit or extend during Lessons
6, 9, or 15 when students explore
perspectives, conflict, and cultural legacy.

Standards Alignment:
ELA:

R1.5.7 Draw on information from multiple
print or digital sources, demonstrating the
ability to locate an answer to a question
quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

SL.5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud
or information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

Connection to Module Goals/EOM Task:

This routine prepares students to analyze
how beliefs and values influence decisions
and actions. By interpreting maps as texts,
they practice identifying causes and
effects of cultural shifts—skills that directly
support the EOM writing task on cultural
identity and conflict.

Arts:

VA:Cr2.3.5a — Identify, describe, and
visually document places and objects of
personal significance, such as mapping
places of U.S. history.

VA:Cnll.1.5a — Recognize how art and
visuals (like maps) reflect, record, and
impact the history and geography of a
place or people.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S74MHIgQci6JrvqbMYHUtAVMH65pIsJmNRq2XtBDXoU/copy
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Wit & Wisdom Instructional Routines:

Question and Response strategy

Gallery Walk peer review
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Recommended Student Materials:

Student Organizers:

Westward Expansion Traffic Light
Native Tribes Traffic Light

Black Butterfly Traffic Light

Brain Targeted Teaching Considerations:
BT2 - Physical Environment:

BTI — Emotional Climate:

Model appropriate peer
feedback (e.g. "I noticed..."
or “l wonder if..”).

Use sentence frames for
glow/grow comments to
promote constructive

Arrange desks for smooth
Gallery Walk movement.

Ensure maps are clearly
visible on walls, or provide
digital access for zoom-in
functionality.

Other Considerations:
—

dialogue.

Pre-teach expected

movement behaviors and

discussion norms.
. /A J J/
Teacher Background: Student Prerequisites:

*Baltimore Banner free subscription with
Enoch Pratt Library Card (lasts 30 days,
can be renewed)

Print worksheets prior to lesson start for
each individual student

Understand the historical context of
westward expansion and its effect on
indigenous and Black communities.

Familiarize yourself with “The Black
Butterfly” concept. Baltimore Banner
resource — available free with Enoch Pratt
Library card.

Prep Steps:
e Print individual organizers
e Upload digital map slides for student
access
e Create anchor charts for the Question
and Response routine

Basic map reading (legend, compass
rose, scale, symbols

Understanding of values/beliefs and
cultural identity (can be built in earlier
lessons)

(. J

Accessibility Notes:

Provide printed, enlarged, or high-contrast
versions of maps

Anchor charts with color-coded sentence
stems

Offer audio/visual scaffolds or peer
pairings for students with processing
differences



https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/databases/baltimore-banner?utm_source=google-ads&utm_campaign=&utm_medium=&&utm_term=&device=c&campaign_id=22044508936&ad_group_id=171703974225&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22044508936&gbraid=0AAAAACrNeQR31MAee4DwDkpF3Wkdd-Ypl&gclid=Cj0KCQjwm93DBhD_ARIsADR_DjF3cv4fsFWbYjJ3pOMkpsacdx2BSyZyYU2y42LUha1_a6aJFzx2jw4aAlANEALw_wcB
https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/data/analysis-how-the-black-butterfly-grew-changed-over-the-last-80-years-65VSXWO5FVDQ5PO4OBQHIEN6C4/
https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/data/analysis-how-the-black-butterfly-grew-changed-over-the-last-80-years-65VSXWO5FVDQ5PO4OBQHIEN6C4/
https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/data/analysis-how-the-black-butterfly-grew-changed-over-the-last-80-years-65VSXWO5FVDQ5PO4OBQHIEN6C4/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XHj-4XGF8XHqfMhgx9LR2SGCrz_3VuQmsgWmNEjWeag/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iUQLYgfbQk4aBt8qedIeigSG5-ygV_3S_HQF2m_3ibY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13_2z5DA424gbeeQh8B94UDVSkAPtwlE5CuhvG7MfnW8/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S74MHIgQci6JrvqbMYHUtAVMH65pIsJmNRq2XtBDXoU/copy
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Steps for Implementation:
Introduction (T1: Build Background Knowledge)

e Activate prior knowledge on maps and migration.
¢ Introduce westward expansion and the Black Butterfly of Baltimore.

Modeling (T2: Explain & Model)

* Display one map and model the Question and Response strategy (e.g., “What do you
notice? What questions do you have?”)

e Show how to use the organizer.

e Use teacher discretion to decide how you want to order the maps

Guided Practice (T3: Scaffold Practice)

e Students work in pairs to analyze a second map, using sentence frames and filling in
their organizers.

Independent Practice (T4: Practice & Application)
e Students complete their own analysis on a third map, individually or in small groups.
Gallery Walk (T5: Extend Learning & Reflect)

e Students circulate, read peers’ work, and leave feedback (Glow/Grow).
e Debrief as a class—What patterns did they notice across maps?

Exit Ticket or Share-Out

e Prompt: “One value or belief | saw reflected in the maps is...”
e Optional: Link back to driving question of the unit.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S74MHIgQci6JrvqbMYHUtAVMH65pIsJmNRq2XtBDXoU/copy

