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Students will examine and compare visual representations of leaders—portraits or
photographs—with a focus on the beliefs and values those leaders convey through their
visual presentation. This arts-integrated activity prepares students for the LEARN phase
of Lesson 17 in Wit & Wisdom Module 1 by emphasizing leadership qualities. Students will
use Handout 17A to analyze the portraits, complete an organizer, and participate in a
Graffiti Wall to synthesize and display their thinking about how visual art communicates
leadership and values.

Activity Summary:

5th Grade, Module 1, Lesson 17 - Ideal as a
launchpad into the leadership discussion
and deeper analysis of cultural
representation and power.

Lesson Connections:
This activity builds student capacity to
analyze cultural expression and identity—
key skills for the EOM writing task. By
comparing and contrasting how leaders
are visually represented, students explore
the values and beliefs at the heart of
cultural conflict and identity, which are
central to the unit’s essential questions.

Connection to Module Goals/EOM  Task:

Assessment:
Formative:

Monitor student responses and partner discussions while completing Handout 17A.
Check for use of relevant vocabulary (values, beliefs, leadership, contrast, etc.).

Summative:
Use the Graffiti Wall response to assess students' synthesis of the LAND question:
“What can you learn about a leader’s values and beliefs from their portrait?"
Look for evidence of thoughtful comparison, clear interpretation of visual elements,
and use of unit vocabulary in student reflections.

This routine uses visual portraits and photographs as texts, giving students a powerful
way to explore leadership beyond written descriptions. Artistic choices—like color, pose,
background, and attire—communicate values and beliefs that words alone might not.
Integrating the arts helps students engage deeply, make personal connections, and
think critically about representation and identity, all of which are foundational for the
End of Module writing task.

Why the Arts:

SL.5.1 - Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 5 topics and texts,
building on others' ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

SL.5.2 - Summarize a written text read
aloud or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

Standards Alignment:
ELA:

VA:Re8.1.5a: Interpret art by analyzing
how form and content convey meaning.

VA:Re.7.2.5a: Identify and analyze cultural
associations suggested by visual imagery.

VA:Cn11.1.5a: Identify how art is used to
inform or change beliefs, values, or
behaviors of an individual or society.

Arts:
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Establish expectations for
respectful and thoughtful
interpretation of portraits.

Encourage risk-taking by
affirming all contributions
as valid interpretations.

Model sentence frames for
offering differing
perspectives respectfully.

Prepare wall space or
chart paper for the Graffiti
Wall activity.

Arrange materials for
movement and
collaboration.

Ensure all portraits are
printed in high resolution
or displayed digitally for
visibility.

Brain Targeted Teaching Considerations: 
BT1 – Emotional Climate: BT2 – Physical Environment: Other Considerations:

Research background on featured
leaders, particularly Deb Haaland, to
support rich discussion around leadership
qualities and cultural identity. (New
Yorker article)

Ensure portraits selected reflect diversity
in culture, gender, era, and medium (e.g.,
painting, photograph).

Preparation Notes:
Locate and print portraits or load them
into Google Classroom for access.
Print 3 additional Handout 17A from
student workbooks.
Prepare anchor charts with key
vocabulary: values, beliefs,
leadership, contrast, portrait.
(Suggested: Have images or icons to
mirror word/definition)
Prepare sentence stems for Compare
and Contrast (e.g., "Both portraits
show...", "Only one portrait includes...",
"This suggests the leader values...").

Teacher Background:
Understanding of portrait elements
(pose, background, expression, symbols).

Familiarity with Compare and Contrast
structure.

Introductory understanding of values and
beliefs.

Student Prerequisites:

Provide sentence frames and anchor
charts with visuals.

Offer extended time or audio descriptions
for students with processing or visual
needs.

Pre-teach or review key leadership terms
for multilingual learners.

Accessibility Notes: 

Google Slides

Handout 17A / Compare Contrast
Worksheet

Recommended Student Materials:

Compare and Contrast / Graffiti Wall

Wit & Wisdom Instructional Routines:

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2024/05/06/deb-haaland-confronts-the-history-of-the-federal-agency-she-leads
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2024/05/06/deb-haaland-confronts-the-history-of-the-federal-agency-she-leads
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VXpZOBoanhgUFnhpODDPJD-c1ZBVRROa58rwe_-Qj2I/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fcKdKlI4-vgxfVCdluvXF8M3kAO_ef0ftXNKHanxIiY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fcKdKlI4-vgxfVCdluvXF8M3kAO_ef0ftXNKHanxIiY/edit?usp=sharing
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Introduction (T1: Build Background Knowledge)

Briefly introduce the concept of a portrait and how it can communicate leadership
traits.
Introduce or review the idea of values and beliefs.

Modeling (T2: Explain & Model)

Show one portrait. Model how to analyze through it using questions from Handout
17A.
Using Handout 17A, model compare and contrast with another portrait.
Think aloud about what qualities this leader seems to express.

Guided Practice (T3: Scaffold Practice)

Students work in pairs to analyze an additional portrait using the same questions.
Share and discuss as a group.

Independent Practice (T4: Practice & Apply)

Students complete Handout 17A and then chose alternate pieces from the modeling
to compare two selected portraits independently or with partners.
Students can also compare and contrast using the Compare and Contrast
Worksheet

Graffiti Wall (T5: Extend & Reflect)

Each student writes or posts a response to the LAND question: “What can you learn
about a leader’s values and beliefs from their portrait?"
Students rotate to read and comment on others' ideas using sentence frames:
 “I agree because…” “I saw this too when…” “This made me think about…”

Debrief/Share Out

Discuss takeaways from the wall.
Prompt: “What leadership qualities stood out across portraits?” or “How did different
art forms communicate different beliefs?”

Steps for Implementation:
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